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Arkadelphia Regional Economic Development 
Alliance and Chamber of Commerce Announce New 
CEO 
(Arkadelphia, AR) – A1er an extensive na7onal search, the Arkadelphia Regional 
Economic Development Alliance (AREDA) and Area Chamber of Commerce has named 
Shelley Short, IOM as the new CEO, beginning September 6th, 2022.  Short brings over 
15 years of economic development and chamber of commerce experience to 
Arkadelphia. Most recently she served over seven years as Vice President of Programs 
and Partnerships at the Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce and Execu7ve Director 
of the Arkansas Economic Developers and Chamber Execu7ves (AEDCE) organiza7ons. 
Prior to her work at the Arkansas Chamber and AEDCE she served more than nine years 
in mul7ple roles at the Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC), finishing 
her 7me at that organiza7on as the Director of Marke7ng. In January, the search 
commiSee elected to work with The PACE Group, a Dallas, TX based firm that 
specializes in na7onal economic development and chamber of commerce execu7ve 
searches, to provide candidates for the commiSee’s considera7on. 

AREDA CEO Search CommiSee Chair, Dr. Wesley Kluck said, “It has been a pleasure over the past several months to work 
with an excellent group of local community and business leadership through a streamlined and ul7mately successful 
na7onal search process.  I can say that I am very pleased with the recommenda7on of Ms. Short to be our organiza7on’s 
next leader and am thankful to the board for making it official. Shelley Short has the best state and regional connec7ons 
and a proven background of success. We are very excited to welcome her to Arkadelphia!”  

Dr. Kluck con7nued by saying, “Shelley has lived and worked in Arkansas throughout her en7re career. She loves our 
state, is passionate about our community, and I cannot think of anyone beSer to market Arkadelphia to businesses.” 
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During her 7me at the state agencies, Short managed all marke7ng efforts including trade show par7cipa7on, site 
loca7on consultant events, adver7sing, website development, and communica7ons related to both internal and external 
marke7ng of Arkansas as a business loca7on des7na7on. She successfully led the merger of Arkansas Economic 
Developers and Arkansas Chamber of Commerce Execu7ves into one unified en7ty in 2016, now known as AEDCE. This 
created one of the only joint chamber and economic development membership organiza7ons in the country. Ms. Short 
also worked on the public policy/poli7cal front helping to manage the effort in 2016 to pass a ballot ini7a7ve known as 
Issue 3. This Issue allows chambers and economic development organiza7ons to contract with municipali7es for services 
and project support.  

When asked her thoughts on being chosen for the posi7on Short responded, "I am honored to be selected by wonderful 
leadership in Arkadelphia and Clark County. They are passionate and commiSed to growing their community and region.” 
She con7nued, “I look forward to working with the Alliance team to cra1 a vision together that will bring prosperity and 
economic opportuni7es to all those who call Clark County home." 

Short holds a B.A. of Poli7cal Science from University of Central Arkansas and a M.A. in Poli7cal Management from 
Regent University. She is also a graduate from the University of Oklahoma’s Economic Development Ins7tute as well as 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s Ins7tute for Organiza7on Management. She holds membership is several economic 
state, regional, and na7onal economic development and chamber of commerce associa7ons, including Arkansas Society 
of Associa7on Execu7ves (ASAE) Associa7on of Chamber of Commerce Execu7ves (ACCE), Interna7onal Economic 
Development Council (IEDC), Southern Economic Development Council (SEDC), U.S. Chamber of Commerce Business 
Leads Workforce Fellowship, and others. 

# 

About The Arkadelphia Regional Economic Development Alliance  
The Arkadelphia Regional Economic Development Alliance (The "Alliance") is an umbrella organiza7on that oversees the 
chambers of commerce for Amity, Arkadelphia and Gurdon, the Economic Development Corpora7on of Clark County 
(The "EDCCC") and the Clark County Industrial Council (The “CCIC”).  The Alliance was formed pursuant to the Clark 
County Strategic Plan, a long-range visioning document created over a fi1een month period by approximately 500 
residents of Clark County with the purpose of iden7fying and implemen7ng comprehensive community ini7a7ves that 
improve quality of life and economic opportuni7es for all residents of the county. The purpose of the Alliance is to bring 
about economic growth in Clark County. 

About The Arkadelphia Area Chamber of Commerce  

The Arkadelphia Area Chamber of Commerce is a business-driven leadership organiza7on responsible for fostering the 
economic growth and development of the Arkadelphia area, to ensure that business, industry, and educa7on may 
operate profitably, and to enhance the learning opportuni7es and quality of life for every ci7zen. 

About The PACE Group  
The PACE Group is a leading execu7ve search firm, specializing in recrui7ng execu7ve leadership for economic 
development organiza7ons and governments across the United States.  
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http://www.arkadelphiaalliance.com/economic-development/organizations/economic-development-corporation-of-clark-county
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